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Indo-Swiss body to work to get Ayvurveda recognised as full-fledged medical system

Sl Reparler
I an effort aimed at taking Ayurveda to the world by helping it get recognition as a full-fledged medical system,

promating reseavch, clinical practise and teaching, institutions in Switzerland and India have set up the Indo-Swiss
Ayurveda Foundation {15A).

Agcording to Simone Hunzker, founding president, 154, the vecognition of Ayurveda as a discipline within the new
professions of “complementary therapist” and “medical practitioner” in Switzerland provided the ideal spportunity to
miake it gain the status of a medical gystem.

De. Hunziker was addressing journalists at a press meet at the Arya Vaidya Pharmacy ere on Monday.
Research

With that aim, ISA would promote research, doeument studies, facilitate dialogues among the [nternational Ayarvedic
Community, establish a network, work with law makers, publish major, modern reference baoks, enable dialogue
between Indian Government and the International Ayurveda representatives and doe much more.

5he hastened to add that a few of the aforementioned Initiatives were in progress.

The I5A would have two Indian Aywrveda establishments as partners in this endeavour, she said and identified the
Ayurveda College and Hospital in Madiad, Gujarat, and the Arva Vaidya Pharmacy as the two institutions.

Switzerland was the ideal place to start the 15A becanse it had passed the enabling legislation that recognised Ayurveda
dectors as “complermnentary therapist™ and “medical practitioner”. The 1S4 would work with law makers, allopathic
desctiors and others there to ensure that the Swiss Government soon recognised Ayurveda as an alternative medical
syatem.

Onee that was done, it would be easy for 15A to work with other governments in the European Unbon, the United States
and Weat Asia.

Die. Hunziker said that former Indian Ambassador to Switzerland Swashpawan Singh was the vice president of 154, and
Anne Keiser the Administrative Divector. The advisory board comprized PR, Krishnakumar, Managing Divector, Arva
Vabdya Pharmacy, Anita Das, a former Secretary, Department of AYUSH, Philippe Weltl, a former Swiss Ambassador to
India, Shive Mzavain Gupta, Medical Superintendent, P.D. Patel Ayueveda Hospital, Nadiad, and U, Indulal, Deputy
Divector, Arva Vaidya Pharmacy.

M. Krishnakumar said that the 15A's efforts would help Asurveda institutions develop protocols that were necessary
for international recognition and train Ayurveda practitioners.

M. Swashpawan Singh said that Aywveda was a soft power that India eould leverage while interacting with other
nations. Plue, it was a gift that India had te offer to the woerld.

Ohjective

One of the ohjectives of 1SA would help people understand that the promotion of the Indian system of medicine was
nat to project it as a competitor but complementing factor to other systems of meedicine.
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